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make up Ms own mind* It became increasingly important for
him. as a politician, to think about his constituents In Virginia,
and how they would regard the work of the Convention* On
August 31 Mason had declared that he "would sooner chop of
his right hand than put it to the Constitution" as it then stood.
Unless It could be corrected, lie thought the whole plan should
go over to another ^general Convention/* Randolph had seized
upon this suggestion. Let the state conventions, he added, study
the Constitution, propose their amendments, and then let these be
submitted to a second general convention which might "reject
or incorporate them" as it thought proper. On September 10
Randolph had repeated Ms proposal

Now on the 15th he put the proposal in the form of a motion*
He felt, he said, *paia at differing from the body of the Con-
vention, on the close of the great & awful subject of their
labours." Yet he could not sign the Constitution if his motion
were to be disregarded. Whether he should oppose ratification by
Virginia he could not         decide, but he must keep himself

free to do that if "the course should be prescribed by Ms final
judgment** In other words, which he did not speak, he must
wait to see which way Ms constituents would jump.

Mason seconded the motion. He was as much aroused as &o
reasonable a man could be. The Convention, he later told Jeffer-
son, had been "precipitate & intemperate not to say indecent**
in its conduct for the past week. Day after day, step by step,,
Mason had opposed the rush of final decisions. Little attention
had been paid to his motions or his arguments. Though there is
no record to prove it, the majority had no doubt been short with
him, as well as resistant and indifferent to his objections. He was
still willing, he now said, to sign the Constitution if it were
made subject to amendment by the people in state conventions
for their amendments, and then confirmed by another general
convention with ultimate authority. But without that provision
he could neither sign it here nor support it in Virginia.

*This Constitution/* he said according to Madison's notes, *Tiad
been famed without the knowledge or idea of the people, A
second Convention will know more of the sense of the people,
and be able to provide a system more consonant to it. It was im-
proper to say to the people, take this or nothing." Whether
Mason that afternoon went into the details of his objections does